SEMCLIMED is an example of mterreglonal

collaboration for the conservation of the flora. In
it partiCipate sixteen research" institutes and
governmental organizations from five countries-
members of the European Union (Spain, France,
Italy, Greece and Malta) and three African

countries (Tunisia, Morocco and “Egypt). The

partners of the Project “.concur in the
development of common conservation actions as
the loss of biodiversity, expected to result from
the climatic change, demands Overall actions in
a geographi¢ range that exceeds the regional |
administrative boundaries.
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Conservation de la Diversité Végétale (MAICh)

9-Conservatoire des Espaces Naturels du Languedoc-
Roussillon (CEN-LR)

10- Conservatoire Etudes des Ecosystéemes de Provence

Botanique et Ecologie Végétale (ISR)
16- Université de Mansouri- Faculté des Sciences.
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The SEMCLIMED Project studies the effects of the
new environmental conditions (caused by the
global climatic change)senythe wild flora of the
Mediterranean basin. During the two years of the
Project a number of active conservation.actions |
are .undertaken ‘regarding in situ and ex situ

conservation of plant species.




GE
AND CLIMATIC CHANGE

This action investigates the effects of the future
n the germination behavior of

climatie_conditio
certain plantispecies of the Mediterranean region. The
cies is based on a combination of

selection of 'the“sp
ecological, biogeographical and bioclimatical criteria.

Emphasis.is given @ither on threatened species which need
immediate protgi:tion or species representative of fragile
habitats vulnefable to environmental changes as well as

species of wideldistribution over the Mediterranean. The 4

germination €onditions expected to prevail in the
future are'set according to climatic change
scenariosjand are simulated in specral f
plant growth chambers. i

ACTIONS IN.THE FIEL

The Project develops in situ conse
in.natural habitats where the target p
These actions aim to secure the medi

.‘ﬁ:. conservation of plant populations and/or

of the Mediterranean which are seriously.
also aim at the restoration and reco
which are highly degraded or vul

“Wenvironmental changes.

and long-term

ant communities /=
reatened. They |
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CONSERVATION OF THE/
NORTH AFRICAN FLORA

quth,Afraca is a reglon particularly vulnerable to
environmenfal changes Within the framework ofithe

& Project, genetic material (seeds) of the endemic flora - r1ch,
- in species of med1c1nal interest - from three Afrlcan countrles

«(Morocco Tunisia and Egypt) is conserved ex situ/ m Se
’iﬁhnks The seeds, collected during fleld mlssnons .’ﬁr
iy destmed for the enqchment of the collectlon of the
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NEW TECHNOLOGIES
~AND CONSERVATION

storage of genetrc material (cryopreservation: a@d micre
Yew 'methods and

are applled aiming at the development’ of n
protocols for the conservation and growth of - plant species
‘ which are difficult t pl*opagaté'by conventlonal
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i methodology for the creation of collectrons and the
cultwatio’n ‘of rare and threatened:-plants of the Medlterranean N

P (flora. It is’\being realrzegj through'- the construction of special
sec‘frons of rock- gat’dens in seleécted Botanical Gardens. Among the

- wild species chosen, a great percentage pertarns to the endemic
flora of North Africa. Moreover thesecollections (rock gardens)
constltutg tools ‘of ‘education and dissemination that
contribute considerably to the acquaintance: of'ithe

public wrth the natural heritage and the
cultlvathn of respect forit. =~
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